The title of this book may be quite misleading: the main aim is to present, in about 20 chapters, a comprehensive review of the quantitative variations of the levels of proteins present in body fluids. There is little emphasis, in fact, on structural abnormalities. According to a footnote in one of the chapters, those who hope to read about this aspect of research should wait for the publication of the fourth volume of the series, now being edited jointly by S E Ritzmann and L M Killingsworth.
The book starts with three chapters dealing with the ontogeny, genetic polymorphism and isoelectric focusing of plasma proteins. They are meant to be brief and up-to-date introductions to the next 15 chapters in which the normal and abnormal levels of proteins in as many different body fluids are listed. This middle part of the present volume, which includes sections on urinary, cerebrospinal, saliva, amniotic, pleural and sinovial fluid proteins, will undoubtedly be extremely useful to chemical pathologists and clinicians who like to be informed about the value of estimating specific components of body fluids for diagnostic and prognostic purposes. These chapters, each written by an expert in the field, are a precious source of information and I see myself consulting them over and over again.
However, I am rather disappointed with the last three chapters dedicated to the biological properties of oncofetal, placental and pregnancyassociated proteins and the significance of their detection and estimation in pathological conditions. Here, in fact, there is no mention of recent studies performed using monoclonal antibodies, and many new findings are ignored. For example, only placental and pregnancy-associated proteins of historical interestsince many are not tissuespecificare listed in the first of these chapters, while an entire new area of research on placental antigens using monoclonal antibodies is not mentioned. In the chapter dealing with proteins associated with human tumours, the oncofetal antigen CALLA is not even quoted once, yet it is one of the most interesting antigens for its specificity and biological characteristics. Truly, it is not a 'serum' marker, but other tumour antigens are first of all cellular products.
We should be grateful to Ritzmann and Finney for the appendix which contains a synopsis of the properties of most plasma proteins, listed according to their electrophoretic mobilities. Useful data are reported such as molecular weights, levels estimated using various techniques, biological functions and hereditary conditions due to their deficiencies. Great care has been taken in presenting tables and figures -and a useful cumulative index completes the book.
M ADINOLFI

Professor of Developmental Immunology Paediatric Research Unit Guy's Hospital Medical School, London
A Colour Atlas of Boari Bladder-Flap Procedure (Single Surgical Procedures No. 7) J G Gow pp 63 £12 London: Wolfe Medical 1984 This contribution to the Single Surgical Procedures series is simply and clearly presented and would enable a surgeon to perform a Boari flap with ureteric implantation for ureteric obstruction without having seen the operation performed previously. There are brief resumes of the historical background and preoperative investigations and preparation. Gow emphasizes that the Boari flap has a good blood supply enabling it to bridge a 16cm ureteric gap and that a 5 cm tunnel with mucosa to mucosa suturing should be achieved. The author does not favour constructing a cuff at the distal end of the retunnelled ureter and does not recommend using a splintingureteric catheter postoperatively. He does recommend anchoring the Boari flap to the psoas muscle.
The results of 47 cases are reported, 32 of these having tuberculous infection. The possible complications are listed. The technique used by Gow is clearly described in the text but the clarity of some of the 70 colour photographs is rather disappointing. Useful operative points of technique are emphasized, such as how to measure accurately the required length of the bladder flap to give a 5 cm submucosal tunnel for the reimplanted ureter. Skin hooks are recommended to minimize damage to the tissues.
This concise, practical volume is not expensive and should be amongst the urological books in every medical library.
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